
February 22, 2023

The Honorable Randy McNally
Lieutenant Governor and Speaker of  the Senate
425 Rep. John Lewis Way N.
Cordell Hull Building, Suite 700
Nashville, TN 37243
 
The Honorable Cameron Sexton
Speaker of  the House of  Representatives
425 Rep. John Lewis Way N.
Cordell Hull Building, Suite 600
Nashville, TN 37243
 
Dear Lieutenant Governor McNally and Speaker Sexton:
 
We are writing to express our deep concern about the current strained relations between Tennessee’s
state government and its capital city. While we acknowledge that disagreements are common in
government, we believe the increasingly adversarial relationship between the General Assembly and
Nashville’s Metropolitan Government will lead to significant harm to both our community and the
state. We respectfully ask that the set of bills involving Nashville be set aside and space created for
constructive dialogue to prevail.
 
There are now multiple legislative proposals that, among other results, would impede the city’s ability
to self-govern by downsizing the Metro Council; allow the state to strip away tourism-related tax
revenues from the Music City Center causing it to potentially default on its bond obligations;
partially assume control of the Nashville Airport Authority and the Metro Sports Authority; change
the way we have successfully conducted elections in this city for decades; and remove the late
Congressman John Lewis’s name from a downtown street where he and other African-American
historical figures helped shape the civil-rights movement. These measures pose significant financial
and legal risk, and they threaten to destabilize the climate for economic success and government
efficacy that have long been the city’s calling card and a major contributor to the state’s success.
  
These efforts both individually and collectively not only raise serious policy considerations, but they
are also simply bad business. We believe the economic harm they would cause, the legal and
governmental chaos they would create, and the impact they would have on minority representation
in a community that values and benefits from diversity are significant. Much of Tennessee’s recent
economic growth is attributable to Middle Tennessee, and Middle Tennessee’s economic future is
inextricably linked to Nashville and Davidson County. Protracted tension between state and local
policymakers is not healthy for the city, the region, or the state — and has the potential to inflict
long-term economic and reputational damage.
 
Looking ahead, we are asking for your help to reboot this conversation. Our compelling shared
interests for the continued success of Nashville should far outweigh any differences we have. We



understand that future conversation is a two-way street, and we are eager and willing to do our part.
We will encourage local leaders to come to the table, and we are personally willing to be part of any
conversations going forward if that is helpful. Together, we can achieve so much, but divided, we
will be likely to do irreparable harm.
 
Sincerely,

Harry Allen

Peter F. Bird

Charles W. Bone
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Martha Silva
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Steve Turner

Alan Valentine

Kate Wood

D.J. Wootson

Brenda Wynn

Shirley Zeitlin


